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ANTICHAMBER ------------------------
PC,$20~----------------------
***** 
This PC -only indle puzzler is a breath of fresh 
air. Antichamber'spresentation is stark: 
mostly white wireframe rooms and corridors, 
offset by intense splashes of colour. It's the 
perfect aesthetic for a game world that 
doesn't obey any rules. Escher-esque paths 
loop around on themselves, walls turn into 
doorways and the environment mutates in 
subtle and significant ways. It's wonderfully 
playful, letting players proceed at their own 
pace and backed by creative puzzles that 
evolve over the course of the game. Out now. 

PIXEL PEOPLE 
iOS. free 

**** 
The charming Pixel 
People sees players 
building and maintaining a bustling 
metropolis. The gameplay is anchored around 
finding jobs for the city's inhabitants by 
splicing different professions together. A 
mayor plus a mechanic equals an engineer, 
for instance. There are 150 to discover, which 
in turn unlock new structures, such as police 
stations, aquariums and libraries. Out now. 

DOKURO 
Vita. $20 

** 
This game requires 
players to rescue a 
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kidnapped princess from a castle full of traps 
and demons. The gameplay is essentially a 
series of puzzle vignettes, where the titular 
Dokuro pulls levers, pushes crates and 
whacks enemies to clear the path for the 
princess. Sadly, the gameplay's not 
particularly inspired or interesting and is 
quite unforgiving. Out now. 

OMERTA; CITY 
OF GANGSTERS 
(M} 
PC/Xbox 360. 
$49.95/$69.95 

** 
In Omerta, players rise through the ranks of the 
mob to become a crime lord in 1920s Atlantic 
City. It's a cool premise for a strategy game, but 
it doesn't deliver. This is less the thug life and 
more the micro-managing real-estate life. The 
tum-based combat is quite awful too: illogical 
and occasionally broken. Out now. 

LITTLE 
INFERNO(M} 
iPad 2+, $5 

**** 
Utt/e Inferno's one 
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and only setting is a fireplace. Players bum 
their possessions to keep the fire going and 
earn more money, which is then used to buy 
more possessions to bum. It's an indictment of 
consumerism but it's also adorable, clever and a 
lot of fun. The central hook is finding item 
combos to bum, and absolutely everything and 
anything is fuel for the fire. Already on PC. the 
new iPad version is every bit as good. Out rtow. 

LOVE 
AT 
FIRST 
BYTE 
Valentine's Day can be as 
hi-tech as you make it writes 
jennifer Dudley-Nicholson 
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PIXIE DIGITAL 
RADIO 
Kogan.$39 
kogan.com.au 

Planning to listen to love 
songs on that romantic 
Valentine's Day picnic? This 
adorable but inexpensive 
digital radio can assist. A 
far cry from the original 
price of entry, just $39 
buys you a basic but 
listenable digital radio 
experience. The Pixie 
Digital Radio can be 
plugged Into a wall or 
powered by four AA 
batteries for portability. It 
also features a basic two
line display to show menu 
options, radio station 
names and, if the station 
broadcasts it, song title, 
news or weather details. 
Up to 10 presets can be 
saved for quick reference 
and the radio features an 
extendable aerial for poor 
reception areas. The basic, 
mono speaker in this radio 
doesn't really do the clarity 
of digital radio justice, nor 
does it provide great 
volume, but it does deliver 
all the extra stations DAB 
provides for a very 
reasonable price. 
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LUNATIK 
TOUCH PEN 
~e. $4-;:9.""95=----

tryandbyte.com.au 

Love notes come in many 
forms: SMS, BBM, tweets, 
direct messages, status 
updates, voicemail. Nothing 
quite beats the written 
word, even if that word has 
been written on a tablet, 
saved to the cloud and 
delivered with an email 
notification. The folks at 
Lunatik have created a way 
to make such messages 
legible with the Touch Pen, 
a dual-purpose pen and 
stylus. Its exterior is well 
constructed and made from 
aircraft-grade aluminium, 
with a conductive rubber tip. 
Keep the nib hidden and you 
can use it to write on a 
tablet screen In apps such as 
Sketchbook Pro and 
Penultimate. Tap the top 
button and you can extend 
the ballpoint to write a love 
note on paper.lt's a handy 
combination for mutti
taskers. The Touch Pen does 
require a firm touch on 
screens, and sketch artists 
may require a more 
sensitive, battery-powered 
model. 
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STOP. SPOCKI: How much do people careaboutStrrTrelclnthe modem 
era? Th1s New York on-th~ground video seeks to discover it asking Spocl< 
actor Zachary Quinto to race around a building while an enthusiastic 
interviewer gauges reactions. Watch: http-J /blt.IJIVJEKIO 
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LIVESCRIBE SKY Wifi 
SMARTPEN 
Livescrlbe, $229 
livescribe.com 

What if you could not only 
hand your Valentine a love 
note but keep a record of it, 
in the cloud, for future 
reference? Livescribe's 
new Sky pen features 
wireless internet 
connectivity so it not only 
records what you've 
written and drawn in one of 
its special notebooks, and 
the accompanying audio, 
but it can then upload them 
to Evernote to view on any 
screen. While it sounds 
highly technical, setting up 
the Sky smartpen is 
straightforward, tapping 
the pen to a series of 
stickers to connect to a 
nearby wireless network. 
Software updates and 
account information can be 
set up with desktop 
software. Unfortunately, 
this smartpen doesn't come 
with microphone-bearing 
earbuds, like the last 
version, but anyone who 
needs to take notes, and 
keep track of them later, 
should appreciate the new 
edition. 
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BLUETOOTH 
VIBRATING BRACELET 
Kogan.$39 
kogan.com.au 

If someone just calls to say 
they love you, it's impolite 
to miss it. This inexpensive, 
wearable Bluetooth gadget 
can help in that regard, as it 
wirelessly connects to 
Apple or Google 
smartphones and vibrates 
when calls arrive. Despite 
its price, Kogan's Bluetooth 
Vibrating Bracelet is well 
constructed, with a smooth 
plastic exterior, and doesn't 
look out of place as a piece 
of jewellery.lts true nature 
is exposed when you tap its 
top button, making the 
time appear, as well as 
battery and connection 
icons. No instructions are 
included in the box but, 
once discovered online, 
set-up is straightforward. 
The bracelet not only 
vibrates when calls arrive 
but also displays incoming 
phone numbers. It failed to 
vibrate when we walked 
more than 10m from our 
connected phone, 
however. 
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SING 
PARTY 
Nintendo. $78 
nintendo.com.au 

What could be more 
romantic than a serenade? 
The latest game for 
Nintendo's Wii U lets you 
sing sweetly to one person 
. . . or loudly at a party of 
single people. Sing Party is 
accompanied by a Wii U 
Microphone that connects 
to the console's USB port 
with a lengthy and sturdy 
cord. Once plugged in and 
loaded up, Sing Party 
offers four game modes. 
Sing Mode lets players 
adjust audio levels of the 
console's GamePad and 
earn scores for perfect 
pitch, Team Mode pits one 
pack against the other, and 
Party Mode involves a free
for-all without scores, for 
those who don't appreciate 
judgment. There are 50 
tracks in this karaoke-style 
game, from Call Me Maybe 
to Love Shack, making 
Nlntendo's effort solid, 
though the songs aren't 
accompanied by their 
original film clips for extra 
entertainment. 
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